Vermont 
Automobile  Law 


CHAPTER  176  OF  THE  PUBLIC  STATUTES 
AND  THE  AMENDMENTS  THERETO 
RELATING  TO  THE  REGULATION  OF 
AUTOMOBILES  AND  MOTOR  VEHICLES. 


Definitions. 

Sec.  4075.  The  words  “automobile”  and  “motor 
vehicle,”  as  used  in  this  chapter,  shall  include  all 
vehicles  propelled  by  power  other  than  muscular 
power,  except  railroad  and  railway  cars  and  motor 
vehicles  running  only  upon  rails  or  tracks,  road 
rollers,  traction  engines,  fire  wagons,  fire  engines, 
police  patrol  wagons  and  ambulances. 

Registration. 

Sec.  4076.  Duties  of  Owner.  An  owner  of 
an  automobile  or  motor  vehicle  shall  annually 
cause  the  same  to  be  registered  as  provided  in 
this  chapter. 

Sec.  4077.  Application;  fees.  Application 
lor  such  registration  shall  be  made  to  the  secretary 
of  state,  upon  blanks  prepared  by  him  for  that 
purpose.  Such  application  shall  contain  a  state¬ 
ment  of  the  name,  place  of  residence  and  address 
of  the  applicant,  with  a  brief  description  of  the 
automobile  or  motor  vehicle,  including  the  name  of 
its  maker,  the  number,  if  any,  affixed  by  the  maker 
thereon,  the  character  of  its  motive  power  and  the 
amount  of  such  motive  power  in  figures  of  horse 
power  together  with  such  additional  information 
as  said  secretary  of  state  may  require;  and  with 
such  application  shall  be  deposited  a  registration 
fee  of  one  dollar  for  each  horse  power  of  such  auto¬ 
mobile  or  motor  vehicle. 

The  second  registration  fee  of  an  automobile 
or  motor  vehicle  shall  be  a  sum  equal  to  seventy- 
five  per  cent  of  the  amount  of  the  first  registration 
fee  of  such  automobile  or  motor  vehicle  and  the 


third  and  each  successive  registration  fee  there¬ 
after  shall  be  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  fifty 
per  cent  of  the  first  registration  fee  of  such  auto¬ 
mobile  or  motor  vehicle. 

In  determining  the  amount  of  the  registration 
fees  under  this  section  in  the  year  1909,  all  auto¬ 
mobiles  or  motor  vehicles  registered  in  the  year 
1907  or  prior  thereto  shall  be  considered  as  having 
been  registered  twice;  and  all  automobiles  and 
motor  vehicles  registered  in  the  year  1908,  and 
prior,  to  December  first  of  said  year,  shall  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  having  been  registered  once. 

The  registration  of  all  automobiles  or  motor 
vehicles  registered  prior  to  January  31,  1909,  shall 
expire  February  1st,  1909;  and  the  registration 
of  all  automobiles  or  motor  vehicles  registered 
on  or  after  February  1st,  1909,  shall  expire  on  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December  following  such  an¬ 
nual  registration. 

A  person  who  has  paid  a  registration  fee  since 
December  first,  1908,  shall  be  entitled,  upon  re¬ 
registering  such  automobile  or  motor  vehicle 
in  the  year  1909.  to  deduct  such  fee  from  the  amount 
of  the  fee  hereinbefore  provided  for  the  first  regis¬ 
tration  of  such  automobile  or  motor  vehicle  under 
this  chapter. 

A.  person  applying  for  registration  of  an  auto¬ 
mobile  or  motor  vehicle,  shall,  upon  furnishing 
a  registration  certificate  of  this  or  any  other  state, 
showing  that  such  automobile  or  motor  vehicle 
has  been  registered  for  one  year,  or  two  years  as 
the  case  may  be,  or  upon  furnishing  other  satis¬ 
factory  proof  of  such  prior  registration,  be  entitled 
to  registration  of  such  automobile  or  motor  ve¬ 
hicle  upon  payment  of  the  registration  fee  re¬ 
quired  for  the  second  or  third  registration  of  such 
automobile  or  motor  vehicle,  as  the  case  may  be. 

A  person  applying  for  registration  of  an  auto¬ 
mobile  or  motor  vehicle  on  or  after  August  first 
of  any  year  shall  be  entitled  to  have  such  automo- 


bile  or  motor  vehicle  registered  upon  payment  of 
an  amount  equal  to  one-half  of  the  fee  which  the 
owner  of  such  automobile  or  motor  vehicle  would 
be  required  to  pay  if  such  automobile  or  motor 
vehicle  were  registered  prior  to  August  first  in 
said  year.  The  provisions  of  section  4080  of  the 
Public  Statutes,  in  so  far  as  the  same  conflict  with 
the  foregoing  provisions  are  hereby  repealed. 

A  person  acquiring  an  automobile  or  motor 
vehicle  that  is  already  registered  as  provided  by 
this  chapter  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  an  addi¬ 
tional  registration  fee  during  the  year  of  such 
registration  provided  that  the  person  acquiring 
said  automobile  or  motor  vehicle  shall,  within, 
five  days  after  coming  into  possession  of  said: 
automobile  or  motor  vehicle,  cause  said  automo- 
bile  or  motor  vehicle  to  be  registered  in  his  name. 
The  fee  for  such  re-registration  shall  be  one  dollar 
to  be  added  to  the  maintenance  fund  hereinafter 
designated.  In  determining  the  number  of  reg¬ 
istrations  of  an  automobile  or  motor  vehicle  for 
the  purposes  of  annual  registration  such  re-reg- 
istration  shall  not  be  counted  as  an  annual  regis¬ 
tration. 

.  The  amount  of  such  motor  power  shall  be  stated 
in  figures  of  horse  power  in  accordance  with  the 
the  rating  established  by  the  association  of  li¬ 
censed  automobile  manufacturers  and  fractions 
ot  a  horse  power  shall  not  be  considered. 

1908,  No.  99,  Sec.  3.  Exemption  from 
taxation.  Automobiles  or  motor  vehicles  shall 
be  exempt  from  taxation. 

Sec.  4078.  Certificate  of  registration.  The 

secretary  of  state  or  his  duly  authorized  agent 
shall  register  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  the 
automobile  or  motor  vehicle  described  in  an  ap¬ 
plication  provided  by  the  second  preceding  section, 
giving  to  such  automobile  or  motor  vehicle  a  dis¬ 
tinguishing  number  or  other  mark,  and  shall  forth- 
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with  issue  to  the  applicant  a  certificate  of  regis¬ 
tration.  Such  certificate  shall  contain  the  name, 
place  of  residence  and  address  of  the  applicant 
and  the  registered  number  or  mark  given  to 
such  automobile  or  motor  vehicle,  and  shall  also 
prescribe  the  manner  in  which  such  registered 
number  or  mark  shall  be  inscribed  or  displayed 
upon  the  automobile  or  motor  vehicle.  Such 
certificate  shall  be  in  such  form  and  contain  such 
further  provisions  as  the  secretary  of  state  may 
determine.  Such  certificate  shall  always  be  car- 
xied  in  some  easily  accessible  place  in  the  auto¬ 
mobile  or  motor  vehicle  described  therein. 

Sec.  4079.  Record  of  applications  and  cer¬ 
tificates.  A  record  of  applications  and  of  certi¬ 
ficates  issued  shall  be  kept  by  the  secretary  of  state 
in  his  office,  and  shall  be  open  to  public  inspection 
during  reasonable  hours. 

Sec.  4080.  Expiration  of  registration  upon 
sale  of  automobile,  etc.  Upon  the  sale  of  an 
automobile  or  motor  vehicle,  its  registration  shall 
expire;  and  the  vendor  shall  forthwith  return  the 
certificate  of  registration  to  the  secretary  of  state, 
with  notice  of  the  sale,  and  of  the  name,  place  of 
residence  and  address  of  the  vendee. 

Sec.  4081.  Dealers’  certificate;  fee.  The 

term  manufacturer  or  dealer,  as  used  in  this  section, 
shall  apply  to  any  person,  firm  or  corporation 
manufacturing  or  dealing  in  automobiles  or  motor 
vehicles.  A  manufacturer  or  dealer  in  automobiles 
or  motor  vehicles,  instead  of  registering  each 
automobile  or  motor  vehicle  owned  or  controlled 
by  him  for  purposes  of  sale,  may  make  application 
for  a  general  distinguishing  number  for  such  au¬ 
tomobiles  or  motor  vehicles  owned  or  controlled 
by  him  for  purposes  of  sale,  upon  a  blank  to  be 
provided  by  the  secretary  of  state  for  that  purpose. 
Said  secretary  may,  if  he  is  satisfied  of  the  facts 
stated  in  such  application,  grant  such  application 
and  issue  to  the  applicant  a  certificate  of  registra- 
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tion,  containing  the  name,  place  of  residence 
and  address  of  such  applicant,  and  the  general 
distinguishing  number  assigned  to  him,  and  such 
further  provisions  as  said  secretary  may  determine. 

Each  such  manufacturer  or  dealer  shall,  within 
five  days  after  the  sale  or  exchange  of  any  auto¬ 
mobile  or  motor  vehicle  by  him,  notify  said  sec¬ 
retary  of  such  sale  or  exchange  and  give  the  name 
and  address  of  the  person  acquiring  such  automo¬ 
bile  or  motor  vehicle  and  such  other  information 
.  as  said  secretary  may  require.  All  automobiles 
or  motor  vehicles  owned  or  controlled  by  said  man¬ 
ufacturer  or  dealer  for  purposes  of  sale  shall, 
while  so  owned  or  controlled,  be  regarded  as  regis¬ 
tered  under  such  distinguishing  number,  but  the 
provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  be  construed 
to  apply  to  an  automobile  or  motor  vehicle  em¬ 
ployed  by  a  manufacturer  or  dealer  for  his  private 
use  or  for  hire.  The  fee  for  such  certificate  shall 
be  twenty-five  dollars  and  all  such  certificates 
shall  expire  on  December  thirty-first  of  the  year 
in  which  such  certificates  are  issued. 

Sec.  4082.  Operating  without  registration, 

prohibited.  No  automobile  or  motor  vehicle 
I  shall  be  operated  upon  a  public  highway,  or  a 
private  way  laid  out  under  authority  of  law,  un- 
:  less  registered  as  provided  in  the  preceding  sec¬ 
tions.  No  person  shall  place  or  cause  to  be  placed 
1  upon  any  highway  tacks,  nails,  wire,  scrap  metal, 
glass,  crockery,  or  other  substance  injurious  to 
the  tires  of  vehicles. 

Operators’  Licenses. 

Sec.  4083.  Issuance;  contents.  Licenses 
for  operating  automobiles  or  motor  vehicles  shall 
be  issued  by  the  secretary  of  state  or  a  duly  au¬ 
thorized  agent,  and  shall  be  in  such  form  and  con¬ 
tain  such  provisions  as  said  secretary  may  deter¬ 
mine.  Such  a  license  shall  state  the  name,  place  of 
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residence  and  address  of  the  licensee  and  the  dis- 
tinguishing  number  or  mark  assigned  to  him. 

Sec.  4084.  Application;  number;  fee.  Ap¬ 
plications  for  such  licenses  shall  be  made  to  the 
secretary  of  state  upon  blanks  prepared  by  him 
for  that  purpose.  To  each  person  so  licensed  shall 
be  assigned  some  distinguishing  number  or  mark; 
and  a  proper  record  of  applications  for  licenses 
and  licenses  issued  shall  be  kept  by  the  secretary 
of  state  in  his  office,  and  shall  be  open  to  public 
inspection  during  reasonable  hours.  The  fee  for 
such  a  license  shall  be  two  dollars  which  shall  be 
paid  annually. 

Sec.  4C85.  Special  licenses;  fee.  Special  li¬ 
censes  for  operating  automobiles  or  motor  vehicles 
for  hire  shall  be  issued  by  the  secretary  of  state, 
but  no  such  license  shall  be  issued  until  the  sec- 
retamvT  of  state  or  his  duly  authorized  agent  shall 
satisfy  himself  that  the  applicant  is  a  proper  per¬ 
son  to  receive  the  same.  Such  license  shall  be 
granted  for  one  year  only,  and  an  applicant  there¬ 
for  shall  pay  a  fee  of  two  dollars. 

Sec.  4086.  Qualifications  of  operators.  Be¬ 
fore  a  license  to  operate  an  automobile  or  motor 
vehicle  is  issued,  the  applicant  shall  present  such 
evidence  as  to  his  qualifications  as  may  be  re¬ 
quired  by  the  secretary  of  state  or  his  agent. 

Regulations. 

Sec.  4087.  Operating  without  license  pro¬ 
hibited.  Xo  person  shall  operate  an  automobile 
or  motor  vehicle  upon  a  public  highway,  or  private 
way  laid  out  under  authority  of  statute,  unless 
licensed  so  to  do  as  provided  in  this  chapter.  No 
person  shall  operate  an  automobile  or  motor  ve¬ 
hicle  for  hire  unless  specially  licensed  so  to  do 
as  provided  in  this  chapter;  provided,  however, 
that  a  person  owning  an  automobile  or  motor  ve¬ 
hicle  registered  as  required  by  this  chapter,  and 
holding  an  operator’s  license,  may  carry  persons 
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for  hire  in  such  automobile  or  motor  vehicle.  No 
person  shall  employ  for  hire  as  chauffeur  or  op¬ 
erator  of  an  automobile  or  motor  vehicle,  a  person 
not  specially  licensed  as  provided  in  this  chapter. 
No  person  shall  drive  an  automobile  or  motor 
vehicle  without  the  consent  of  the  owner.  The 
provisions  of  this  chapter  shall  not  prevent  the 
operation  of  automobiles  or  motor  vehicles  by 
unlicensed  persons  riding  with  or  accompanied 
by  a  licensed  chauffeur  or  operator,  but  the  fore¬ 
going  provision  shall  not  apply  to  persons  whose 
licenses  are  not  in  force ''because  of  the  suspen¬ 
sion  or  revocation  of  such  licenses.  All  applica¬ 
tions  filed  under  this  chapter  shall  be  under  oath. 

Sec.  4088.  Chauffeur  to  display  number. 

A  chauffeur  or  operator  specially  licensed  for  hire 
shall,  while  so  acting,  display  the  distinguishing 
number  or  mark  assigned  to  him,  in  such  manner 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  secretary  of  state, 
but  a  chauffeur  or  operator  specially  licensed  who 
operates  an  automobile  or  motor  vehicle,  not 
carrying  passengers  for  hire,  shall  not  be  required 
to  display  such  badge.  Said  secretary  of  state 
shall,  when  issuing  a  special  license,  furnish  to 
each  chauffeur  so  licensed  a  suitable  metal  badge 
with  the  distinguishing  number  or  mark  assigned 
to  him  thereon. 

Sec.  4089.  Non-residents.  The  provisions 
of  this  chapter  relating  to  the  registration  of  au¬ 
tomobiles  and  motor  vehicles  and  the  granting 
of  operators’  licenses  shall  not  apply  to  an  auto¬ 
mobile  or  motor  vehicle  owned  by  a  non-resident, 
other  than  a  foreign  corporation  doing  business 
in  this  state,  nor  to  a  non-resident  operator  other 
than  the  operator  of  an  automobile  or  motor 
vehicle  belonging  to  a  foreign  corporation  doing 
business  in  this  state,  provided  that  the  owner 
of  an  automobile  or  motor  vehicle,  and  the  operator 
i  has  complied  with  the  provisions  of  law  of  the 
foreign  country,  state,  territory  or  federal  district 
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of  his  residence  relative  to  the  registration  of  au¬ 
tomobiles  or  motor  vehicles,  and  the  granting 
of  operators’  licenses.  The  foregoing  provisions, 
however,  shall  be  operative  as  to  an  operator  or 
as  to  the  owner  of  an  automobile  or  motor  ve¬ 
hicle  only  to  the  extent  that  under  the  laws  of  the 
foreign  country,  state,  territory  or  federal  district 
of  his  residence  like  exemption  and  privileges  are 
granted  to  operators,  and  to  the  owners  of  automo¬ 
biles  or  motor  vehicles  duly  registered  under  the 
laws  of  this  state. 

1908,  No.  100,  Sec.  2.  A  person  violating  the 

provisions  of  the  preceding  section  shall  be  im¬ 
prisoned  not  more  than  ten  days  or  fined  not 
more  than  two  hundred  dollars,  or  both. 

NUMBER  137 

AN  ACT  RELATING  TO  THE  REGISTRA¬ 
TION  OF  AUTOMOBILES  AND  MOTOR 
VEHICLES  BY  NON-RESIDENTS. 

It  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  Vermont. 

Section  1.  In  case  a  non-resident,  other  than 
a  foreign  corporation  doing  business  in  this  state, 
operates  an  automobile  or  motor  vehicle  in  this 
state  during  the  exemption  period  granted  by  law 
and  said  non-resident  desires  to  operate  an  auto¬ 
mobile  or  motor  vehicle  for  a  longer  period,  said 
non-resident  shall  make  application  for  the  regis¬ 
tration  of  the  automobile  or  motor  vehicle  which 
he  desires  to  operate  and  for  an  operator’s  license 
in  the  same  manner  as  residents;  provided,  how¬ 
ever,  that  said  non-resident  may  register  an  au¬ 
tomobile  or  motor  vehicle  for  a  period  of  three  j 
months  and  the  fee  for  such  registration  shall  be 
an  amount  equal  to  one-fourth  the  annual  regis¬ 
tration  fee  of  such  automobile  or  motor  vehicle. 
The  fee  for  an  operator's  license,  for  a  professional 
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chauffeur’s  or  special  license  shall  be  the  same 
as  for  residents. 

The  registration  of  an  automobile  or  motor 
vehicle  in  the  same  year  for  a  part  of  which  regis¬ 
tration  is  applied  for,  shall  not,  in  determining 
the  number  of  annual  registrations,  be  counted 
as  an  annual  registration.  If  a  non-resident 
operates  an  automobile  or  motor  vehicle  after 
the  period  of  three  months  hereinbefore  provided 
for,  he  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  provisions 
of  lawr  as  to  the  registration  of  an  automobile 
or  motor  vehicle  as  residents,  and  in  case  of  regis¬ 
tration  after  said  three  months,  the  amount  paid 
by  said  non-resident  for  such  three  months  regis¬ 
tration  shall  be  deducted  from  the  amount  of  the 
fee  required  for  annual  registration. 

Sec.  4090.  Control  in  presence  of  horses; 
intoxication  of  operator.  A  person  having  con¬ 
trol  or  charge  of  an  automobile  or  motor  vehicle 
shall,  whenever  upon  a  public  highway  and  ap¬ 
proaching  a  vehicle  drawn  by  a  horse  or  horses, 
or  approaching  a  horse  upon  which  a  person  is 
riding,  operate,  manage  and  control  such  auto¬ 
mobile  or  motor  vehicle  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
exercise  every  reasonable  precaution  to  prevent 
the  frightening  of  such  horse  or  horses  and  to  in¬ 
sure  the  safety  and  protection  of  the  person  riding 
or  driving  the  same.  If  such  horse  or  horses  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  frightened  and  the  driver  or  rider  of 
such  horse  or  horses  stops  them  because  of  such 
fright,  the  person  in  control  or  charge  of  such  au¬ 
tomobile  or  motor  vehicle  shall  stop  the  same, 
and  shall  not  proceed  towards  such  horse  or  horses 
until  they  have  passed  such  automobile  or  motor 
vehicle,  or  reached  a  place  of  safety,  unless  the 
driver  or  rider  of  such  horse  or  horses  signals 
the  person  in  control  or  charge  of  such  automobile 
or  motor  vehicle  to  advance.  No  person  shall 
operate  or  attempt  to  operate  an  automobile  or 
motor  vehicle  while  in  a  state  of  intoxication^ 
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Sec.  4091.  Speed  limit.  No  automobile  or 
motor  vehicle  shall  be  run  on  a  public  way  or  private 
way  laid  out  under  authority  of  statute,  in  a  care¬ 
less  or  negligent  manner.  If  a  person  runs  an 
automobile  or  a  motor  vehicle  at  a  rate  of  speed 
exceeding  twenty-five  miles  an  hour  outside  a 
city  or  incorporated  village,  or  at  a  rate  of  speed 
exceeding  ten  miles  an  hour  within  a  city,  incor¬ 
porated  village  or  the  thickly  settled  part  of  a  town, 
or  at  a  rate  of  speed  exceeding  ten  miles  an  hour 
across  any  bridge  of  more  than  fifty  feet  span, 
it  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  that  the  automobile 
or  motor  vehicle  w~as  run  carelessly  or  negligently. 
Nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  affect  the  rights  of  the  selectmen  of  a  town 
or  the  proper  officials  of  a  city,  or  incorporated 
village,  and  said  officials  shall  have  authority 
to  make  special  regulations  as  to  the  speed  of  such 
automobiles  or  motor  vehicles  upon  narrow’  or 
dangerous  roads  or  ways.  Such  special  regula¬ 
tions  shall  be  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  state 
highway  commissioner,  whose  decision  in  the  case 
shall  be  final.  No  such  special  regulations  shall 
be  effective  unless  notice  of  the  same  is  posted 
conspicuously  in  such  road  or  way,  a  reasonable 
distance  from  a  point  where  such  narrow  or  dan¬ 
gerous  place  exists. 

Sec.  4092.  Same;  penalty.  A  person  who 
violates  a  provision  of  the  preceding  section  shall 
be  imprisoned  not  more  than  ten  days  or  fined 
not  more  than  fifty  dollars,  or  both,  with  costs 
of  prosecution,  for  the  first  offense,  and,  for  each 
subsequent  offense,  shall  be  imprisoned  not  more 
than  six  months  or  fined  not  more  than  two  hundred 
dollars  nor  less  than  twenty-five  dollars,  or  both, 
with  costs  of  prosecution. 

Sec.  4993.  Number  plates.  The  secretary 
of  state  shall  furnish  to  each  person  registering 
an  automobile  or  motor  vehicle,  except  motor 
cycles,  two  enameled  iron  plates  which  shall  not 
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be  less  than  eleven  inches  in  length  and  six  inches 
in  width.  Such  plates  shall  have  a  white  surface 
wdth  black  margins  of  one-fourth  of  an  inch,  and 
the  letters  “VT.”  Such  lecters  shall  be  two  in¬ 
ches  in  height  with  one-half  inch  strokes.  Such 
plates  shall  also  bear  the  number  given  to  such  au¬ 
tomobile  or  motor  vehicle,  and  such  number  shall 
be  in  black  Arabic  figures  not  less  than  four  in¬ 
ches  in  height  with  a  stroke  of  three-fourths  of  an 
inch  in  width,  and  such  figures  shall  be  placed  at  least 
one  inch  apart  and  before  the  letters  “Vt.”One  of  such 
plates  shall  be  attached  to  the  front  of  the  auto¬ 
mobile  or  motor  vehicle  in  a  secure  manner  so  as 
to  be  plainly  visible.  The  other  of  such  plates 
shall  be  fastened  to  the  rear  of  the  automobile 
or  motor  vehicle  in  a  similar  manner.  Such  plates 
shall  not  be  so  arranged  that  they  can  be  turned 
down  or  covered  up,  and  shall  always  be  kept 
legible. 

Such  plates  shall  also  bear  the  date  of  the  year 
of  the  registration  of  such  automobile  or  motor 
vehicle.  And  an  owner  of  an  automobile  or  motor 
vehicle,  in  lieu  of  the  number  plate  attached  to 
the  front  of  an  automobile  or  motor  vehicle,  upon 
making  request  to  and  being  authorized  by  said 
secretary  of  state,  and  in  conformity  with  regu¬ 
lations  prescribed  by  said  secretary  of  state,  cause 
said  registration  number  to  be  painted  on  front 
of  the  radiator  of  said  automobile  or  motor  vehicle. 

The  secretary  of  state  shall  furnish  to  each 
person  registering  a  motor  cycle  a  seal,  circular 
in  form,  approximately  two  inches  in  diameter, 
bearing  thereon  the  words  “registered  motor 
cycle  number  ,Vt.”  together  writh 

the  year  of  the  issue  thereof  and  with  the  regis¬ 
tration  number  of  the  motor  cycle  stamped  or 
-otherwise  suitably  inscribed  thereon.  Such  seal 
shall  be  valid  only  during  the  period  of  time  for 
which  it  is  issued.  A  motor  cycle  operated  on 
a  public  highway,  or  a  private  way  laid  out  under 
authority  of  statute,  shall  have  conspicuously 
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displayed  thereon  the  seal  bearing  the  registration 
number  hereinbefore  provided  for.  Said  seal 
shall  be  fastened  securely  to  some  part  of  the  ve¬ 
hicle  or  to  some  contrivance  firmly  attached 
thereto,  in  the  rear  of  the  saddle. 

Sec.  4094.  Brakes;  mufflers;  horns;  lights. 

An  automobile  or  motor  vehicle  while  being  ope¬ 
rated  shall  be  provided  with  an  adequate  brake, 
a  muffler,  and  with  a  suitable  bell  or  horn  or  other 
means  of  signalling;  and  the  person  in  control  or 
charge  of  such  automobile  or  other  vehicle  shall, 
in  going  around  a  curve  in  a  highway,  or  on  ap¬ 
proaching  an  intersection  of  the  same,  signal 
with  such  bell  or  horn. 

An  automobile  or  motor  vehicle  operated  during 
the  period  from  forty-five  minutes  after  sunset 
to  forty-five  minutes  before  sunrise  shall  display 
at  least  two  lighted  lamps  on  the  front,  and  one 
on  the  rear  of  such  automobile  or  motor  vehicle 
which  shall  also,  display  a  red  light  visible  from  the 
rear.  The  rays  of  such  rear  lamp  shell  shine 
upon  the  number  plate  carried  on  the  reai  of  such 
automobile  or  motor  vehicle  in  such  ira  nner  as 
to  render  the  numerals  thereon  visible  foi  rt  least 
fifty  feet  in  the  direction  from  which  such  automo- 
bile  or  motor  vehicle  is  proceeding.  The  light 
of  the  front  lamps  shall  be  visible  at  Last  two 
hundred  feet  in  the  direction  in  which  the  auto¬ 
mobile  or  motor  vehicle  is  proceeding.  A  motor 
cycle  operated  during  the  period  from  forty-five 
minutes  after  sunset  to  forty-five  minutes  before 
sunrise,  shall  display  at  least  one  lighted  lamp  on 
the  front  of  such  motor  cycle. 

Sec.  4095.  Locks.  An  automobile  or  motor 
vehicle  shall  be  provided  with  a  lock,  key  or  other 
device  to  prevent  such  automobile  or  motor  ve¬ 
hicle  from  being  set  in  motion  by  its  own  motive 
power;  and  no  person  shall  allow  an  automobile 
or  motor  vehicle  operated  by  him  to  stand  or  re¬ 
main  unattended  in  any  street,  avenue,  road, 
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alley,  highway,  park,  parkway  or.  other  public 
place,  without  first  locking  or  making  fast  such 
automobile  or  motor  vehicle. 

Revocation  of  Licenses. 

Sec.  4096.  Powers  of  secretary  of  state. 

The  secretary  of  state  may,  at  any  time,  suspend 
or  revoke  a  license  for  a  violation  of  a  provision 
of  this  chapter  or  any  of  the  regulations  made 
thereunder;  and  said  secretary  or  his  duly  author¬ 
ized  agent  may,  after  due  hearing,  suspend  or  re¬ 
voke  a  certificate  or  license  issued  under  this 
chapter,  for  any  cause  which  he  deems  sufficient. 

Penalties  and  Jurisdiction. 

Sec.  4097.  Penalties.  A  person  who  operates 
or  causes  or  permits  a  person  to  operate  an  au¬ 
tomobile  or  motor  vehicle,  after  revocation  or 
suspension  of  a  certificate  for  such  automobile 
or  motor  vehicle  under  this  chapter,  shall  be  im¬ 
prisoned  ten  days  or  fined  not  more  than  two- 
hundred  dollars  nor  less  than  fifty  dollars,  or  both. 
A  person  who  violates  a  provision  of  this  chapter 
for  which  no  penalty  is  otherwise  provided  shall 
be  fined  not  more  than  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  4098.  Notice  of  convictions;  subse¬ 
quent  offenses.  A  court  convicting  a  person 
of  violating  a  provision  of  this  chapter  shall  forth¬ 
with  notify  the  secretary  of  state  of  such  convic¬ 
tion,  with  the  number  or  mark  of  the  automobile 
or  motor  vehicle  of  such  convicted  person,  and  a  11 
other  information  obtained.  Such  information 
shall  be  recorded  by  the  secretary  of  state  in  his 
office;  and  if,  at  an}"  time,  it  appears  that  a  person 
has  been  convicted  of  a  first  offense  in  more  than 
one  court  in  this  state,  each  conviction  subse¬ 
quent  to  the  date  of  the  first  one  shall  be  deemed 
a  subsequent  offense,  and  such  person  shall  be 
subject  to  further  prosecution  therefor. 

Sec.  4099.  Jurisdiction;  arrest  without  war¬ 
rant.  Justices  and  municipal  and  city  courts- 
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shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  county 
court  of  offenses  arising  under  the  provisions  of 
this  chapter;  and  a  person  who  violates  a  provision 
of  this  chapter  may  be  arrested  without  a  war-' 
rant;  and  the  officer  making  the  arrest  shall  take 
such  person  before  a  justice  or  municipal  or  city 
court,  there  to  be  held  until  a  proper  warrant 
can  be  issued. 

Sec.  4100.  Disposition  of  fees.  All  fees  re¬ 
quired  by  this  chapter  shall  be  deposited  with  the 
secretary  of  state  at  the  time  of  making  applica¬ 
tion,  and  said  secretary  shall  pay  the  same  quar¬ 
terly  into  the  state  treasury.'  All  expenses  in¬ 
curred  by  the  secretary  of  state  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  chapter  shall  be  deducted  from  the 
gross  amount  of  fees  received  under  the  provis¬ 
ions  of  this  chapter,  and  the  balance  shall  be  set 
apart  as  a  separate  fund  to  be  called  the  “main¬ 
tenance  fund  ’,  ta  be  used  in  the  repair  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  main  thoroughfares  and  state  roads, 
and  said  money  shall  be  expended  upon  such  thor¬ 
oughfares  under  the  supervision  and  direction 
•of  the  state  highway  commissioner.  Said  com¬ 
missioner  shall  make  such  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  the  expenditure  and  apportionment 
-of  such  fund,  and  shall  cause  such  amounts  of 
money  to  be  expended  in  the  several  counties  of 
the  state  under  the  provisions  of  this  chapter, 
as  in  his  judgement  seems  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  state.  The  said  “maintenance  fund"  is  ap¬ 
propriated  for  the  purposes  specified  herein  and 
the  auditor  of  accounts  shall  dra.w  his  orders 
therefor  upon  requisition  and  approval  of  the 
•state  highway  commissioner. 

NUMBER  141. 

AN  ACT  RELATING  TO  THE  LAW  OF  THE 
ROAD. 

It  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly 
<of  the  State  of  Vermont : 

Section  1.  A  person  driving  or  riding  a  horse 
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or  other  draft  animal  or  operating  an  automo¬ 
bile  or  motor  vehicle  who  meets  on  a  public  high¬ 
way  a  person  riding  or  driving  a  horse  or  other 
draft  animal  or  a  person  operating  an  automo¬ 
bile  or  motor  vehicle,  shall,  when  it  is  safe  and 
practicable  so  to  do,  seasonably  turn  such  horse, 
other  draft  animal  or  vehicle  to  the  right  of  the 
center  of  the  traveled  part  of  such  highway  so  as 
to  pass  without  interference.  A  person  driving 
or  riding  a  horse  or  other  draft  animal  or  opera¬ 
ting  an  automobile  or  motor  vehicle  shall,  on  over¬ 
taking  a  horse,  draft  animal  or  vehicle,  when  it 
is  safe  and  practicable  so  to  do,  pass  on  the  let t 
side  thereof,  and  the  person  riding  or  driving  a 
horse  or  draft  animal  or  operating  an  automobile 
Gr  motor  vehicle  overtaken  by  a  person  riding  or 
driving  a  horse  or  other  draft  animal  or  operating 
an  automobile  or  motor  vehicle  shall,  when  it  is 
safe  and  practicable  so  to  do,  turn  to  the  right  so 
as  to  alknv  free  passage  on  the  left.  A  person 
riding  or  driving  a  horse  other  than  draft  animal, 
or  operating  an  automobile  or  motor  v<  hide  shall, 
at  the  intersection  of  public  highways,  when  safe 
and  practicable  so  to  do,  keep  to  the  right  of  the 
intersection  of  the  centers  of  such  highways  when 
turning  to  the  right  and  pass  to  the  left  of  such 
intersection  when  turning  to  the  left.  The  op¬ 
erator  of  an  automobile  or  motor  vehicle  shall, 
upon  approaching  a  crossing  of  intersecting  high¬ 
ways,  a  bridge,  sharp  turn,  curve,  steep  descent  or 
brow  of  a  hill  have  the  automobile  or  motor  vehicle 
under  perfect  control  and  give  a  timely  signal 
w7ith  a  bell,  horn,  or  other  device  for  signalling, 
and  a  person  who  violates  this  provision  shall  be 
fined  not  more  than  one  hundred  dollars.  A 
person  operating  an  automobile  or  motor  ve¬ 
hicle  on  a  bridge  or  public  highway,  where  there 
is  not  an  unobstructed  viewr  of  the  road  for  at  least 
one  hundred  yards,  shall  w  hen  it  is  safe  and  prac¬ 
ticable  so  to  do,  keep  his  vehicle  on  the  right  of 
the  center  of  the  traveled  part  of  the  bridge  or 
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highway.  A  person  who  violates  a  provision 
of  this  section  for  which  no  penalty  is  herein  other¬ 
wise  provided  shall  be  fined  not  more  than  ten 
dollars. 

Guide  Posts. 

Sec.  3539.  A  town  shall  erect  and  maintain 
guide  posts  on  the  highways  and  other  ways  within 
the  town  at  such  places  as  are  necessary  or  con¬ 
venient  for  the  direction  of  travelers. 

Guards;  Railings. 

Sec.  3954.  A  town  shall  erect  and  maintain 
in  dangerous  places  on  its  public  highways,  suit¬ 
able  guards  and  railings  to  protect  travelers  from 
accident  by  running  over  or  down  embankments. 

STATE  OF  VERMONT. 

Office  of  The  Secretary  of  State. 

Essex  Junction,  Vermont. 

‘‘Registration”  and  “License”  Defined. 

In  the  automobile  law,  the  term  “registration’' 
has  reference  to  a  vehicle.  The  term  “license’' 
has  reference  to  the  operator.  Automobiles  and 
motor  vehicles  are  not  “licensed;”  they  are  “reg¬ 
istered.”  The  operator,  not  the  vehicle,  is  “li¬ 
censed.” 

Registration  of  Machine  does  not  allow 
Person  to  Operate. 

The  registration  of  an  automobile  or  motor 
vehicle  by  the  owner  or  person  in  control  thereof 
does  not  give  such  person  the  right  to  operate  the 
machine  upon  a  highway;  provided,  however,  that 
an  unlicensed  person  may  operate  an  automobile 
or  motor  vehicle  while  riding  with  or  accompanied 
by  a  licensed  chauffeur  or  operator  but  this  pro¬ 
vision  does  not  apply  to  a  person  whose  license 
is  not  in  force  because  of  the  revocation  or  sus¬ 
pension  of  such  license. 
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Registration  Fees. 

The  annual  registration  fee  of  an  automobile  or 
motor  vehicle  that  has  not  been  registered  is  one 
dollar  per  horse  power.  The  second  registration 
fee  of  an  automobile  or  motor  vehicle  is  seventy-five 
cents  per  horse  power.  The  third  and  each  suc¬ 
cessive  registration  fee  of  an  automobile  or  motor 
vehicle  is  fifty  cents'  per  horse  power.  For  regis¬ 
tration  applied  for  during  the  period  beginning 
with  the  first  day  of  August  and  ending  on  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  one-half  of  the  fore¬ 
going  fees  are  required. 

Determination  of  Horse  Power. 

The  horse  power,  in  the  case  of  gasoline  auto¬ 
mobiles,  must  be  determined  according  to  the 
formula  adopted  by  the  Association  of  Licensed 
Automobile  Manufacturers  and  fractions  of  a 
horse  power  are  not  to  be  considered.  The  horse 
power  of  steam  and  electric  machines  will  be  that 
established  by  the  manufacturers  and  in  case  two 
ratings  are  given  the  highest  is  the  one  to  be  used. 

In  determining  the  horse  power  of  gasoline  au¬ 
tomobiles  it  will  be  determined  by  means  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  M.  formula  which  is  as  follows: 

bore  x  bore  x  No.  of  cylinder 

Horse  power  - - 

:  *  2.5 

For  example,  an  automobile  has  four  cylinders. 
The  bore  ot  each  is  four  inches.  The  horse  power 
of  such  a  machine  would  be 

4x4x4 

-  25.6  H.  P. 

2.5 

For  registration  purposes  the  fraction  is  not 
considered,  hence  the  rating  will  be  twenty-five 
horse  power. 


HORSE  POWER  FOR  INTERNAL 


COMBUSTION  MOTOR  AUTOMOBILES 


BORE 

HORSE  POWER 

Inches 

Milli¬ 

meters 

1 

Cylinder 

2 

Cylinders 

4 

Cylinders 

6 

Cylinder.? 

2  1-2 

64 

2.5  j 

5.0 

10.0 

15.0 

5-8 

68 

2.8 

5.5 

11.0 

16*5 

3-4 

70 

3.0 

6.0 

12.1 

18.1 

7-8 

73 

1 

3.3 

6.6 

13.2 

19.8 

3— 

i 

76 

3.6 

7.2 

14.4 

21.6 

1-8 

79 

3.9 

7.8 

15.6 

23.4 

1-4 

S3 

4.2 

8.4 

16.9 

25.3 

3-8 

85 

4.6 

9.1 

18.2 

27.3 

3  1-2 

89 

92 

4.9 

9.8 

19.6 

29.4 

5-8 

5.3 

10.5 

20.2 

31.5 

3-4 

95 

5.6  j 

11.2 

22.5 

33.7 

7-8 

99 

i 

6.0  * 

* 

12.0 

24.0 

36.0 

4— 

102 

6.4 

12.8 

25.6 

38.4 

1-8 

105 

6.8 

13.6 

27.2 

40.8 

1-4 

108 

7.2 

14.4 

28.9 

43.3 

3-8 

111 

7.7 

15.3 

30.6 

45.9 

4  1-2 

114 

8.1 

16.2 

32.4 

48.6 

5-8 

118 

8.6 

17.1 

34.2 

51.4 

3-4 

121 

9.0 

18.0 

36.1 

54.2 

7-8 

124 

9,5 

19.0 

38.0 

57.0 

c 

•J 

127 

10.0 

20.0 

40.0 

60.0 

1-8 

130 

10.5 

21.0 

42.0 

63.0 

1-4 

133 

11.0 

22.0 

44.1 

66.1 

3-8 

137 

11.6 

23.1 

46.2 

69.3 

5  1-2 

140 

12.1 

24.2 

48.4 

72.6 

5-8 

143 

12.7 

25.3 

50.6 

75.9 

3-4 

146 

13.2 

26.4 

52,9 

79.3 

7-8 

149 

13.8 

27.6 

03. £ 

82.8 

6— 

152 

14.4 

28.8 

57.6 

86.4 
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Dealers’  Certificates. 

The  General  Assembly  of  1910  has  made  an 
important  change  in  the  law  relating  to  the  oper¬ 
ation  of  automobiles  and  motor  vehicles  under 
dealers’  certificates.  No  automobile  or  motor 
vehicle  registered  by  a  dealer  can  be  operated 
for  hire  or  for  pleasure  under  a  dealers’  number. 
All  automobiles  or  motor  vehicles  operated  for 
hire  or  for  pleasime  must  be  registered  sepaiately. 

What  Machines  May  Be  Operated. 

A  person  holding  an  operator’s  license  may  ope¬ 
rate  any  registered  machine;  but  not  in  another’s 
employ.  To  operate  in  another’s  employ,  a  special 
(professional  chauffeur’s)  license  is  necessary  and 
no  person  is  allowed  to  employ  for  hire  as  chauffeur 
a  person  not  holding  a  special  (professional  chauf¬ 
feur’s)  license.  However,  a  person,  operating 
his  own  machine,  may  carry  persons  for  hire  in 
such  machine. 

Expiration  of  Licenses. 

All  licenses  expire  one  year  from  date  of  issue. 

Fees. 

The  fee  for  a  license  is  two  dollars. 

Persons  Under  Eighteen  Years  of  Age. 

There  is  no  provision  in  the  automobile  law 
fixing  a  minimum  age  limit  of  persons  to  whom 
licenses  may  be  granted.  However,  no  application 
for  an  operator’s  license  by  a  person  under  eighteen 
years  of  age  will  be  considered  unless  the  written 
consent  of  the  parents  or  guardian  of  said  appli¬ 
cant  accompanies  the  application. 

Examination. 

The  Secretary  of  State  may  require  the  applicant- 
to  take  a  written  examination  and  to  give  a  demon¬ 
stration  on  the  highways  of  his  ability  to  operate 
an  automobile. 
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Payment  of  Fees. 

Applications  must  be  accompanied  by  the  fees. 
All  checks,  money  or  express  orders  must  be  made 
payable  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Registration  and  License  Blanks. 

Application  blanks  for  the  registration  of  au¬ 
tomobiles  and  motor  vehicles  and  for  operators, 
licenses  may  be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State,  Essex  Junction;  Vt. 

Number  Plates. 

Number  plates  for  automobiles  are  furnished 
by  the  state  and  are  shipped  by  express  on  the 
same  day  that  the  registration  certificates  are 
mailed. 

In  case  of  failure  to  receive  the  number  plates 
within  two  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  registration 
certificates,  owners  of  automobiles  are  requested 
to  notifv  the  Secretarv  of  State. 

In  case  of  loss  of  a  number  plate  or  damage 
thereto,  new  duplicate  plates  may  be  procured 
from  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  expense  of  ex¬ 
tra  plates  is  fifty  cents  each  together  with  the 
express  charges. 

Automobile  Law. 

Copies  of  the  automobile  law  may  be  obtained 
from  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  any 
interrogatories  relating  to  the  law  respecting  the 
registration  of  automobiles  and  the  licensing  of 
operators  will  be  cheerfully  answered  by  the  de¬ 
partment. 

GUY  W.  BAILEY, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Essex  Junction,  Yt. 


